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Measuring “Conceptual Complexity”

(Lewis & Frank, 2016)



Measuring “Conceptual Complexity”
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Design:
• Each participant rated 

an image of a ball and 
of a circuit first

• Then, random sample 
of 10 additional 
objects

• Ran the study twice 
each with 60 
participants

What are some analytical questions we could ask of this data?



Back to the complexity data…

• Each group should choose one question and one plot, and 
make the plot in ggplot
• Data can be found here: 
read_csv("https://raw.githubusercontent.com/mllewis/cumulative-
science/master/static/data/complexity_object_data.csv")

• Add your question and plot to the presentation linked on the 
site


