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Meta-analytic 
Moderators

• = anything you think might 
influence the effect size

• Age
• Design
• Stimuli type
• # of languages spoken
• …

• Metalab



(available	on	website)



Project overview

• Complete project as a group
• Presentation will be as group
• Final paper will be done individually

• Three more assignments (6-8)
• Each assignment will help you complete part of your project
• Assignment 6: identifying topic
• Assignment 7: conducting literature review
• Assignment 8: coding studies
• We will give you feedback on your assignment -- this feedback should 

be incorporated into your final paper.



Final paper details
Clarity of writing evaluated in 
addition to content!

• Introduction 
• 3-4 pages
• Introduce question your MA addresses and why it  is important
• Introduce seminal paper (method, finding, results)

• Method:
• Paper selection method (inclusion criteria)
• Description of variables coded
• Effect size measure

• Results
• Forest plot
• Funnel plot
• Grand mean effect size
• Moderator analyses

• Discussion:
• 2-3 pages 
• Summary of findings
• Interpretation: What do your findings mean? How does the grand 

effect size compare to other effects in psychology and in your 
domain?



Topic 1: Shape bias in word learning

Seminal paper: Smith et al., 2002



Topic 2: Language evolution

• How does culture change time?
• How does language change over time?
• Hard to study in the lab!

Less error in 
transmission across 
generations, and 
more “structure” 
over time

Seminal paper: Kirby et al., 2008



Topic 3: Transitional probability learning 
in adults

If you just heard ty, you can’t predict whether you will next hear ba

If you just heard ba, you are very likely to next hear by Saffran,	et	al.,	1996



Topic 4: Probability matching

Gardner,	1958

70% time when you hit green get $1
30% of the time when hit red get $1



Topic 5: Function Learning

Seminal	Paper:	DeLosh,	et	al.	1997

E.g., Height -> Mile time



Assignment 6

• Form groups and decide on topic
• Write “Introduction” part of your final paper
• Read seminal paper


